Saphenous vein grafts: to use or not to use?
The choice of the graft conduit is crucial to the success of coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) because the patency of a coronary conduit is closely associated with an uneventful postoperative course and better long-term patient survival. From the beginning of coronary bypass surgery venous conduits particularly the great saphenous vein (GSV) has been the most frequently used coronary conduit. However, over the last decade or so, coronary bypass graft surgery with arterial revascularization of all diseased coronaries has shown to be efficient because arterial grafts have better long-term patency, especially left internal mammary artery (LIMA), compared with venous grafts. Early vein graft failure coupled with occlusion is the most important limitation of saphenous vein grafts. Nevertheless, vein grafting is still an integral part of cardiac surgical practice. This review provides a summary of the patency rates, technical features and certain characteristics of the venous conduits. It also examines the current understanding and knowledge of venous histology, vein graft pathology and the associated endothelial and smooth muscle cell physiology and pharmacology. In addition, the existing and the emerging strategies to combat and control vein graft intimal hyperplasia and accelerated atherosclerosis are reviewed in detail.